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PROFESSIONAL EXPERT ADVICE AND LEGAL REPORTS

Within the Landscape industry, there are many construction techniques and 
methods that are not regularly found in the standard building industry. The 
combination of living plants and specialist construction materials is unique 
to Landscape Design and Build projects, requiring specialist knowledge not 
usually found within Surveyor’s Practices. 

Introducing Specialist Experts who have a long and proven track record of 
working within the Landscape world, willing and able to provide Courts and 
Tribunals with clear and concise reports, produced to various disciplines in a 
timely manner, is the foundation for the new PGCA Expert Witness Service.

Each expert is totally independent, but with the same essential background 
of membership of the PGCA, which demands a minimum of experience 
within the industry of at least ten years, with a proven track record of skill 
and ability. 

Each member has a wide range of knowledge, although they may also offer 
a particular expertise in a given subject. Operating as individuals, with 
no formal connections, each expert setting their own rates, terms and 
conditions to ensure their independence, covering a particular region or 
specialist subject. 

The PGCA does not charge or allow any commissions or financial 
arrangements between members that may compromise the independence of 
the Association.

The Expert Witnesses shown within these pages may be contacted via the 
information profile supplied. 

For general enquiries and more information regarding the Professional 
Garden Consultant’s Association, please contact www.pgca.org.uk.



ALAN SARGENT FCIHort MPGCA

Founder of The Professional Garden Consultant’s Association (PGCA) and The Association 
of Professional Landscapers (APL), Alan has been constructing gardens since 1968 
throughout the United Kingdom and Europe. Lecturer – Author – Instructor – Consultant

Designer/constructor/project manager of over sixty RHS Show Gardens 1984-2005

Royal Horticultural Society Show Gardens Assessor and Judge 1995-2005

Member of The Traditional Paving Development Project in the 90s, developing traditional 
laying methods, techniques and specification for natural stone paving (University of The 
West of England – Frenchay Campus) 

Fellow of The Chartered Institute of Horticulture (FCIHort)

Consultant to all major Stone Producers and Suppliers in the United Kingdom

Consultant to The Horticultural Trades Association

Specialist in Natural Stone Paving and Walling, including specification and installation

CPR Part 35 Reports – Statement of Opinion – Distance Reports – Working Practice Reports

Areas covered:  Sussex, Surrey, Hampshire, Kent, Essex, Wiltshire, Dorset,    
  Gloucestershire, Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Hertfordshire

Email   alangsargent@gmail.com
Website   www.alansargent.co.uk
Telephone   07342 041335

3, Willow Walk, Petworth, Sussex GU28 0EY

Expert Witness



MARK YOUDE MPGCA MCIHort

Full Member of The Association of Professional Landscapers (APL)

Full Member of The British Association of Landscape Industries (BALI)

Full Member of The Professional Garden Consultant’s Association (PGCA)

Full Member of The Chartered Institute of Horticulture (CIHort)

Managing Director of The Landscape Academy
Managing Director of Urban Landscape Design Ltd
Director of Outdoor Living by Urban
Constructor/Project Manager of RHS Show Gardens
Specialist in Hard Landscaping Construction techniques and specification
Landscape Project Management ranging from domestic gardens to estates
Technical Advisor & Apprentice Trainer to the APL
Independent Trainer for Myerscough College
BALI GoLandscape Ambassador
Judge – UK World Skills
Assessor to the Association of Professional Landscapers

CPR Part 35 Reports, Statements of Opinion, Extant Reports, Distance Reports, Working 
Practice Reports

Areas covered:  North West, Wales, Midlands, Yorkshire, North, & Scotland

Email   info@landscapeacademy.co.uk
Website   www.landscapeacademy.co.uk
Telephone   01829 740194

Urban Landscape Design, Unit 7, Barrowmore Enterprise Estate, Great Barrow,  
Chester CH3 7JA

Expert Witness



GARETH WILSON MPGCA MCIHort IMI

Full Member of The Association of Professional Landscapers (APL)

Full Member of The Professional Garden Consultant’s Association (PGCA)

Member of The Chartered Institute of Horticuture (CIHort)

Accredited Member International Mediation Institute (IMI)

Construct/project manager thirty RHS Show Gardens inc Ten Gold Medals

CPR Part 35 Reports, Statements of Opinion, Extant Reports

Areas covered:  Midlands and the North

Email   gkwilson-gardens@hotmail.com
Website    www.gkwilsonlandscaping.co.uk
Telephone    07753 283878

35, Croft Manor, Glossop SK13 8PP

Expert Witness



JAMES STEELE-SARGENT MPGCA MILAM MCIHort

Founder Member and Past Chairman of The Association of Professional Landscapers (APL)

Full Member of The Professional Garden Consultant’s Association (PGCA)

Member of The Institute of Leisure and Amenity Management (ILAM)

Member of The Chartered Institute of Horticulture (CIHort)

Managing Director and Partner,  Arun Landscapes Limited

Royal Horticultural Society Show Gardens Judge

Constructor/Project Manager of over sixty RHS Show Gardens

Specialist in Hard Landscaping schemes, especially large projects

Statements of Opinion, Distance Reports, Extant Reports

Areas covered:  Sussex, Surrey, Hampshire, Berkshire, Kent, Dorset,     
 Buckinghamshire, Hertfordshire

Email  james@arunlandscapes.co.uk 
Website   www.arunlandscapes.co.uk
Telephone   01798 831045

Dairy Cottage, North Stoke, Arundel, Sussex BN18 9LS

Expert Witness



JAMES FIRTH MPGCA MA MSC FCIHort FRGS

Full Member of The Professional Garden Consultant’s Association (PGCA)

Fellow of The Chartered Institute of Horticulture (CIHort)

Fellow of The Royal Geographic Society (RGS)

Specialist Consultant in Constructional Methodology and Soil Structure

Proprietor Firth Gardens (London)

Proprietor F J Botanicals – Cultural and ethno-botanical consultancy

Head of Gardens at Cadogan Estates (London)

Lecturer – Advanced Design Construction – Capel Manor, Cirencester and  
Southwark Colleges

CPR Part 35 Reports, Statements of Opinion, Extant Reports, Distance Reports

Areas covered:  London and Home Counties, UK wide as required

Email    james@firthgardens.com
Website   www.firthgardens.co.uk 
Telephone   07790 394127

88, Warwick Gardens, W14 8PR

Expert Witness



KARL HARRISON MPGCA MIET MAPL

Full Member of The Association of Professional Landscapers (APL)

Full Member of The Professional Garden Consultant’s Association (PGCA)

Full Member of The Institution of Engineering & Technology (IET)

Owner of The Timber Decking Network

Managing Director of Karl Harrison Landscapes Limited

Specialist in Landscape Engineering and Timber & Composite Decking projects

CPR Part 35 Reports, Statements of Opinion, Extant Reports

Areas covered:  Buckinghamshire, Hertfordshire, London, Berkshire, Oxfordshire

Email   karl@landscapingexpert.co.uk 
Website    www.landscapingexpert.co.uk 
Telephone   07581 193034

Brandon House, 90, The Broadway, Chesham, Bucks. HP5 1EG

Expert Witness



LYNNE TAYLOR BSC ACIHort MPGCA

Full Member of The Professional Garden Consultant’s Association (PGCA)

Associate Member of The Chartered Institute of Horticulture (CIHort)

Business & Training Development Manager, The Landscape Academy
Technical Advisor to The Landscape Academy  
Contract and Project Manager, Urban Landscape Design Ltd
Project Manager at RHS Show Gardens
Specialist in Hard Landscaping Construction techniques and specification 
Landscape Project Management ranging from domestic gardens to estates
Assessor to the Association of Professional Landscapers (APL) 

CPR Part 35 Reports, Statements of Opinion, Extant Reports, Distance Reports, Working 
Practice Reports

Areas covered:  North West, Wales, Midlands, Yorkshire, North, & Scotland 

Email  info@landscapeacademy.co.uk
Website   www.landscapeacademy.co.uk
Telephone   01829 740194

Urban Landscape Design, Unit 7, Barrowmore Enterprise Estate, Great Barrow,  
Chester CH3 7JA

Expert Witness
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